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                                                                                                                                                                         Sue Grant 

                                       Clerk to Colsterworth and District Parish Council
                  42 Bourne Road 
                                                 Colsterworth 
                                                                      Grantham 
                                        NG33 5JE 
                                                                   4th March 2020 

 
Response to LCC – V3 24 Feb 2020 

 
 
 
 
The Parish Council’s response was submitted on 03 January 2019 to both Planning Applications (PL/0076/18 and 
PL/0121/18. 
 
On 20 January 2020 we were advised by LCC Planning that a revised application had been submitted. 

This notification went out to individual residents who had raised objections and letters were sent to some residents in 
Stainby. This was brought to the public section of the Parish Council Meeting on 04 February 2020 requesting further 
support to object to the Planning Application.  An extension to the consultation period has been granted by LCC to 04 
March 2020 at the request of the Parish Council. 
 

ENVIRONMENT ACT 1995 – INITIAL REVIEW  
APPLICATION FOR THE DETERMINATION OF NEW (UPDATED) CONDITIONS TO WHICH A MINERAL SITE 
IS TO BE SUBJECT  
PLANNING REFERENCES: PL/0076/18 AND PL/0121/18  
MINERAL SITE: PROPOSED SKILLINGTON QUARRY, LAND TO THE EAST AND WEST OF CRABTREE 
ROAD, COLSTERWORTH  
  
I write in connection with the two above-mentioned planning applications. 
  
As you may be aware Lincolnshire County Council received the above applications back in 2018 and following an 
initial round of consultation, in April 2019 served a Regulation 22 Notice in accordance with the Town & Country 
Planning  (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011.  The Notice required the applicant to submit 
further information in support of these applications before they could be progressed further. The applicant has now 
submitted the information requested but in responding to the requirements of the Notice has also decided to modify 
aspects of the original proposals. The purpose of this email is therefore to notify you that: 
  

1. The applicant has formally withdrawn application reference S18/2236 (reference: PL/0121/18) and 
therefore this application is no longer under consideration.  The proposed quarrying operations and area 
of development is now therefore limited to that subject of application S18/2237 (reference: PL/0076/18). 

  
2. In light of the above, and in response to the Regulation 22 Notice, the original proposals relating to 

application S18/2237 (reference: PL/0076/18) have been revised and modified.  Further information has 
been submitted which therefore updates, replaces and expands upon that which was contained in the 
original application and this can be viewed using the following link: http://lincolnshire.planning-register.co.uk 

  
It is not necessary to resend or repeat any comments or representation which you may have previously sent to us, 
these will continue to be taken into account in the determination of this application.  However, if you wish to make 
any further comments or observations I would appreciate it if you could send these as soon as possible, but in any 
case within 28 days of the date of this email.  If your views are not received by the specified date then I will assume 
you have no comments to make. 

 

http://lincolnshire.planning-register.co.uk/
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The original representations submitted by Council will be taken forward under PL/0076/18 as PL/0121/18 has been 
withdrawn (relating to DA1 - Ministerial Decision in 1953).  This review is therefore looking at any changes to the 
application that will materially affect our original response which related to: 

• Historical understanding and validity of the old permissions 

• Legislative framework (particularly LCC’s Mineral and Waste Plan (2016) and annual Lincolnshire Aggregate 
Assessment (revised since the original application December 2019) 

• The question relating to who holds the current and legitimate government licence for extraction from the areas in 
question  

• A requirement for a legally binding variation document/completion certificate to be put in place for areas that will 
not be worked and all historical permissions be declared void 

• Robust reinstatement/restoration plans to be implemented for the benefit of the environment and community 

• Heritage 

• Strict traffic management plan to be put in place and proper enforcement commitments (protecting the 
communities on the B676 and the users of (including the contractors own drivers) the A1 

• Protecting footpaths and ROW 

• A meaningful and formal discussion for a legally binding S.106 Agreement to be put in place to bring benefits to 
the Community 

• Protection of the environment and bio-diversity 

• Criteria against the Neighbourhood Plan 

 
VALIDITY OF THE OLD PERMISSIONS AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK 
 
➢ The application site is stated as being in a single ownership; the revised application suggests that there are a 

number of landowners but does not clarify who owns the mineral rights? 
 
➢ In the original application, the Case Officer advised that the then current Local Aggregate Assessment (2018) should 

not be referenced in the current application as it was “under review”.  This was considered inconsistent with the 
Consultation Process. 

 
The revised application can now therefore, be referenced against the new current Local Aggregate Assessment 
(2019). https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/3106/local-aggregate-assessment 

 
This relates to the requirement for the Local Authority to demonstrate there is an actual need/demand for the 
limestone. 

 
It is interesting to note that the rolling calculation over a 10-year period has been adjusted to just the past three 
years for crushed rock reserves (to reflect a higher level of demand).  Using this approach, the permitted reserves 
of limestone (20.86mt) provide a landbank of 21.73 years. Although no sites have been allocated in the Site 
Locations Document, these reserves should last beyond the period of the Lincolnshire Minerals and Waste Local 
Plan.    

 
That being said assessment states: 

Lincolnshire has sufficient permitted reserves of crushed rock to last well beyond the period of the CSDMP 
which ends in 2031 (see Section 3).  The county council has therefore not allocated further sites in the SLD.  
Policy M5 (Limestone) and Policy M6 (Chalk) of the CSDMP do, however, allow further reserves to be 
released provided they meet a proven need that cannot be met by existing sites/sources and accord 
with all development management policies and restoration policies set out in the CSDMP.   

 
And the final conclusion is: 

There has been a significant rise in sales of crushed rock (Lincolnshire Limestone) over the past three years, 
which has prompted a revised method for calculating the landbank, which is now based on the average of the 
last three years of sales. Notwithstanding the proposed increase, the current level of permitted reserves 
should be sufficient to cover the plan period.   

 

The Parish Council is still of the view that there is no established need to quarry limestone in either quantity 
or of the quality from this application and this is in direct contravention of the Authority’s own Mineral and 
Waste Plan (2016) and the now current Lincolnshire Aggregate Assessment December 2019 (new evidence 
since the Parish Council’s application in January 2019).  
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (March 2012) Policy M5 (Para 145) 
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➢ As stated above, we understand that the revised planning application has been submitted with the 1953 
Permissions being withdrawn (Area DA1). 

 
➢ The application site land (DA9/DA11 – Ministerial Decision 1961) is identified as the “last area within the site 

mapping that is not already worked and restored or where a completion certificate has been issued by the County 
Council.” 
 

➢ There has been some information received that part of the remaining area identified in DA9/DA11 (stretching east 
from the Skillington Road to Woolsthorpe-by-Colsterworth along the Old Railway Line) whilst still included in the 
maps will not be worked again, contrary to the working plans now submitted (1-8). 

 
➢  It is noted in the Applicant’s response to LCC’s request dated 10 April 2019, that “the application was required to 

include all the land within DA9, irrespective of whether it was already worked and restored, so it follows there is no 
need to submit an amended location plan for the DA9 land”.  

 
➢ Based on the above, should there not be a completion certificate issued by the County Council? 

 

To avoid any further ambiguity, particularly for the future, the Parish Council would like to reiterate that the 
area of land in DA9 not part of the Working Plans (1-8) should be specifically excluded and a legally binding 
variance/completion certificate be put in place. 

 
 
REINSTATEMENT/RESTORATION 
 
 
The Applicant has suggested that there was a “misinterpretation” of the proposed 3m depth of material required to 
restore the site, now adjusted to 2m.  The additional information submitted suggests that LCC will be able to impose 
conditions that will reduce/restrict the materials exported from the site; we would therefore expect that there will be no 
lowering of the land being reinstated/restored. 

 
The Applicant has also confirmed that “In respect of after uses, the representatives of the applicant have no objection 
to a scheme for nature conservation, but the original consent requires that the after use should be for agriculture. If 
you do not consider this to limit what might be achieved, we are instructed to suggest a further condition be imposed 
to secure a scheme of nature conservation as part of the scheme of restoration”. 
 

The Parish Council is pleased to note the recommendation by the Applicant for conditions to be imposed for 
reinstatement/restoration, however, there are real concerns evidenced by poor previous attempts of 
“reinstatement/restoration in the locality; all around we see lowered landscapes of poor arable quality; 
evidenced by the existing old workings which do not meet the requirements for today’s “updated conditions”.  
We would expect that the Planning Authority will impose a scheme of nature conservation as part of the 
scheme of restoration and take these concerns on board. 

 
 
HERITAGE 
 

• Policy 13 of the Neighbourhood Plan supports the rural economy and tourism. An area of mining activity is hardly 
going to support this aspiration. Woolsthorpe Manor the birthplace and family home of Sir Isaac Newton is a 
thriving tourist destination of up to 50,000 visitors annually from all over the world – they come to experience the 
rural tranquillity which inspired Newton at Woolsthorpe where he changed the world forever!  

 

• The Manor is protected locally by the Woolsthorpe Conservation Area but deserves to be equally protected within 
its wider setting.  

 

• Woolsthorpe Manor was a private house lived in by a custodian of the National Trust visited by the odd passing 
National Trust member. Today it represents the significant Gravity Fields festival and is the centre for those 
50,000 a year tourist industry.  

 

• The next generations are likely to realise the true world heritage status of the Manor, it's tree, and Isaac Newton.  

• This is not compatible with the impact of this application.  For us today, our heritage can also serve to shield us 
from inappropriate development as we move to that future.  
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
➢ One of the main developments since the original application is the position of Highways England and the urgent 

actions required around safety on the A1.  We understand that Highways England are considering a major plan of 
works that would impact significantly on the currently proposed traffic management plan. 

 
➢ The Parish Council’s concerns remain, and these are supported by the submission from neighbouring Parish 

Councils in Buckminster and Skillington.   
 
➢ Despite the suggestions by the Applicant it is quite apparent that there is no suitable vehicle route for the 

proposed development.  There has been little assessment of the B676/Crabtree Road linking into the escalating 
safety concerns on the A1. 

 
➢ The current quarrying activity has had a massively detrimental effect on Crabtree Rd. The high number of HGVs 

using the road has created a very hostile environment for all road users but especially those who are on foot, 
horseback or bicycles.  The verges are being damage by HGVs running against them which is creating a 
dangerous rut at the sides of the road.  There are already high levels of dust and / or mud and mud-spray 
depending on the weather.  The situation is already unacceptable with present HGV levels - and would obviously 
be made worse if HGV traffic numbers were increased.  

 
➢ There should be further assessments on the B676 in Stainby and Colsterworth relating to noise, dust and vibration 

on residential properties 
 

➢ We would suggest that the contention by the Applicant that the road network was built in connection with the 
works is not compatible with current standards and all roads are not of low sensitivity (B676 and A1) 

 
➢ Whilst the Applicant has attempted to “reassure” the Planning Authority (who is well aware of the problems 

referred to)  there would need to be a robust traffic management plan in place with proper processes put in place 
to ensure complaints are managed and strict enforcement with penalties (as part of a S.106 Agreement). 

 
➢ It is noted that the removal of DA1 will result in a reduction of HGVs however, there has been no assessment of 

the overall amount of quarry movements along the B676 which has risen dramatically with contractors from 
Leicestershire in particular.    This is referenced in the Lincolnshire Local Aggregate Assessment (December 
2019) 

 “higher quality crushed rock suitable for road surfacing or for concrete production needs to be imported into the 
county, principally from Derbyshire and Leicestershire.  It is likely that Lincolnshire will continue to rely on 
imported, higher quality crushed rock to supply projects that require this material.  Neither Derbyshire County 
Council nor Leicestershire County Council have identified any supply issues for crushed rock in their most recent 
LAAs (2018 data)” – 3.44: Local Aggregate Assessment December 2019. 

 

In spite of the representations made by the Parish Council regarding the lack of any suitable transport systems 
by virtue of lack of appropriate standards of the roads for heavy traffic, safety, adverse impact on residents and 
the environment, we would suggest a robust traffic management plan is put in place including: 

• A cap on the number of HGV movements and restrictions on the times and days of operations 

• All vehicles are cleaned on site before entering public highway 

• All loads are sheeted 

• No mud, debris or other deleterious materials shall be deposited on the public highway and any 
accidental deposition of such materials shall be removed immediately  

• The Traffic Management Plan will define and secure the prescribed routes for HGV access and will include 
measures to be adopted, such as signage, wheel washing facilities and any temporary access 
arrangements 

• Voluntary speed restriction of 20mph through residential areas to limit noise  

• A robust complaints procedure and enforcement process will be put in place to take concerns to the 
Mineral Planning Authority 

• Hours of working 
 

 
FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
➢ The Environmental Statement does not mention the footpath on the Southern boundary and the impact of the 

dust/noise on users of that footpath.  On the plans/maps the footpath is 5 metre “protected” but there is no 
undertaking as to how this will be done.  We note however, that the Applicant has expressed a commitment to 
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protecting the Rights of Way and we would want LCC to ensure that this is expressed as a condition and 
enforced. 

 
➢ Section 151 of Mines and Quarries Act (1954, p 416) states that the Public, including users of Rights of Ways 

(ROWs) etc have to be protected with a suitable barrier from the quarry. Otherwise it constitutes a nuisance under 
the 1990 Environmental Protection Act (Part III). 

 
S.106 AGREEMENT 
 
The Parish Council believes that a formal S.106 Agreement must be entered into.  Subject to the validity of the old 
permissions and legislative framework being met, we have indicated that there must be conditions imposed therefore, 
the purpose of a S.106 Agreement will: 
 

• restrict the development or use of the land in any specified way 

• require specified operations or activities to be carried out in, on, under or over the land  

• require the land to be used in any specified way; or 

• require a sum or sums to be paid to the Parish Council on a specified date or dates or periodically to support 
its community projects, e.g., Nature Trail, Road Safety initiatives, War Memorial Restoration, Playground 
refurbishment). 

 
We believe that the tests will be met due to the impact on the community (environment and transport networks) 
throughout the entire period of operations, the number of years that the operation will be undertaken (including 
reinstatement and restoration), i.e., 
 

• necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 

• directly related to the development; and 

• fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development. 

We would expect the Local Planning Authority (LCC) to facilitate early discussions which should occur at pre-planning 
stages of an application. 
 
 
PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND BIO-DIVERSITY 
 
➢ The Parish Council shares the concerns expressed by Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust as the experts in this field; 

particularly in relation to the risk to the Woolsthorpe Road Verge West LWS.  We have noted that the Applicant 
has suggested “unavoidable” and “minimised” loss of this important area as there is only one ingress/exit now 
proposed but our concerns remain regarding the loss of any protected verge/limestone grassland on the 
Woolsthorpe Road. 

 
➢ The amended Flood Assessment (January 2019) states that “The preliminary risk assessment (PRA), which was 

produced in April 2017 used a very limited data set for groundwater levels. It also considered the general 
topography of the area and proposed that the anticipated flow of groundwater is to the east”.   With the 
unprecedented amount of rainfall experienced over the last 12 months and potentially similar conditions in the 
future affecting groundwater levels, we are concerned that this “limited data” presents a risk.  We would expect 
more accurate projections to be considered. 

 
➢ Impacts on local water courses need to be adequately assessed as the only remaining Lincolnshire population of 

native white-clawed crayfish may be at risk – see the Landscape Assessment within our Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
➢ Whilst there is reference in the revised documentation regarding the lack of need for “dewatering”, this does not 

provide the assurances we are seeking regarding the problems of polluted groundwater entering the Witham via 
the Fox Holes identified in our original submission.  

 
 

CRITERIA AGAINST THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
➢ We are still of the view that the Application contravenes the Neighbourhood Plan which must be considered in all 

Planning Decisions and would reiterate our representations in this respect including: 
Natural Environment (NP Pg14-15) 
3.44 The quarries………. Now undulating sheep pastures….. valued for their wildlife & footpaths 
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3.47 This whole section is about and where some areas in Colsterworth are “designated as among the best 
examples in the UK of ancient replanted woodland and lowland meadow” 

   
Key Issues (NP Pg18) 
The need to protect the Area’s heritage 
The need to protect the adjoining open countryside from further encroachment 

  
To Conserve and enhance the natural environment (NP Pg27-29) 
This whole section discusses the important views and vista and discusses restricting development of the open 
countryside 

  
➢ The Environmental Statement does not provide the assurances that the issues in the NP are being addressed: 

6.5 The site will remain screened from most viewpoints 
3.2C Once the quarry works are complete the site will be restored back to a mixed use of agriculture and 
nature conservation habitat 

  
➢ Specifically, the village of Stainby will be most affected by the works and until a Certificate of Completion has been 

issued, the workings will be adjacent to the Conservation area of Woolsthorpe by Colsterworth.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Grant 
Parish Clerk/RFO 
For and on behalf of Colsterworth & District Parish Council 
Date 04.03.2020 
   


