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1. Introduction 
 
 
1.1 In January 2017 Colsterworth and District Parish Council submitted their Neighbourhood 

Development Plan to South Kesteven District Council.   
 

1.2 When submitting a neighbourhood plan to the relevant local planning authority the 
legislation requires that the qualifying body submit a number of other documents to 
accompany it.  One of these is commonly known as a Basic Conditions Statement. 
 

1.3 This Basic Conditions Statement has therefore been prepared in accordance with Regulation 
15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  It explains how the 
proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan meets the basic conditions in paragraph 8(2) of 
Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

 

1.4 There are five basic conditions that are relevant to a neighbourhood development plan.  
These are:  

• having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan  

• the making of the neighbourhood plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable 
development  

• the making of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic 
policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of 
that area)  

• the making of the neighbourhood plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible 
with, EU obligations  

• prescribed conditions are met in relation to the neighbourhood plan and prescribed 
matters have been complied with in connection with the proposal for the 
neighbourhood plan.  

 
1.5 The prescribed condition is that the making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to have a 

significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore Marine 
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or in combination with 
other plans or projects). 

 
1.6 This Basic Conditions Statement sets out how the neighbourhood plan meets the 

requirements of each basic condition and other legal tests.  It explains why the Parish 
Council believe the plan meets these statutory requirements and should thereby proceed to 
referendum.   
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2. The Legal Requirements 
 
 
2.1 This statement is required to set out how the neighbourhood plan meets the requirements 

of each legal test.  This is set out below. 
 

The Qualifying Body 
 
2.2 The plan has been submitted by Colsterworth and District Parish Council, which is the 

qualifying body for the Colsterworth Neighbourhood Area. 
 

The Neighbourhood Area    
 
2.3 The neighbourhood plan relates to a designated neighbourhood area, which is identical to 

the parish boundary.   The application to designate the neighbourhood area was approved 
by South Kesteven District Council on 8 February 2013.  A map of the Colsterworth 
Neighbourhood Area is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

The Plan Period 
 
2.4 The plan covers the plan period from 2011 to 2026.   

 
2.5 The adopted Core Strategy prepared by South Kesteven District Council provides the 

strategic framework for the amount and distribution of new development needed in the 
district for the 20 year period 2006-2026.   

 

2.6 It thereby allows consistency in the end date and the proposed housing requirement. 
 

Excluded Development 
 
2.7 The neighbourhood plan does not contain policies that relate to ‘excluded development’.  

For example it does not contain matters dealt with by Lincolnshire County Council (notably 
mineral extraction and waste development) or Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects.  

 

Policies that relate to development and use of land  
 
2.8 The neighbourhood plan sets out policies that relate to the development and use of land in 

the whole or part of the Colsterworth Neighbourhood Area.   It includes land use planning 
policies that can be used in the determination of planning applications.   

 
2.9 Planning Practice Guidance states that wider community aspirations than those relating to 

development and use of land can be included in a neighbourhood plan, but actions dealing 
with non land use matters should be clearly identifiable.  These have thereby been set out 
separately in Section 9 of the plan, which is entitled ‘Aspirational Projects’ .  Here it is made 
clear that the listed proposals do not form part of the statutory neighbourhood plan. 
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Other Neighbourhood Areas 
 
2.10 The plan does not relate to any other neighbourhood area. 
   
2.11 There is no other made neighbourhood plan that covers any part of the Colsterworth 

Neighbourhood Area.   
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3. The Basic Conditions 
 
 
3.1 This statement is required to set out how the Neighbourhood Plan meets the prescribed 

basic conditions.    
 

Regard to national policies and advice 
 
3.2 The National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (NPPF) sets out the Government’s main 

planning policies for England and how they are expected to be applied.  Further advice can 
also be found in the Government’s on-line national Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) first 
published in April 2014. 
 

3.3 The Neighbourhood Plan has therefore been prepared with regard to national policies as set 
out in the NPPF and is mindful of the PPG. 

 

3.4 The Neighbourhood Plan has had regard to paragraphs 183 to 185 of the NPPF.  The local 
community were instrumental in developing a shared vision for the area and the associated 
objectives.  The Neighbourhood Plan sets out their policies to deliver the vision and 
objectives, which will be used to help determine planning applications submitted in the 
neighbourhood area.  The policies contained within the plan are listed in Appendix 2.  These 
are intended to ensure that local people get the right type of development for their 
community.   

 

3.5 The Neighbourhood Plan has also been prepared to align with the strategic needs of the 
wider rural areas of South Kesteven District and conforms to the adopted development plan 
for the area.  The Neighbourhood Plan does not promote less development than that set out 
in the adopted Core Strategy or undermines its strategic policies.  Outside of these strategic 
elements the plan has brought forward policies that shape and achieve sustainable 
development. 

 

3.6 Set out in Table 1 below is a brief summary of how each policy in the Neighbourhood Plan 
conforms to the NPPF.  The particular paragraphs referred to in the table are those 
considered the most relevant to each policy but are not intended to be an exhaustive list of 
all relevant paragraphs. 

 
Table 1 : Conformity to the National Planning Policy Framework 

 

Policy 
No 
 

Policy Title NPPF References Comment on Conformity 

The 
overall 
plan 

 Neighbourhood Plans 
– Paras 183 to 185 

The local community were instrumental in developing 
a shared vision for the area.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
sets out policies to determine decisions on planning 
applications.  It ensures that local people get the right 
type of development for their community.  It has also 
been prepared to align with the strategic needs of the 
wider rural areas of South Kesteven District and 
conforms to the development plan for the area.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan does not promote less 
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development than that set out in the development 
plan for the area, nor undermine its strategic policies.  
Outside of these strategic elements the 
Neighbourhood Plan it has brought forward policies 
that shape and direct sustainable development. 

1 Residential 
Development 

Core Planning 
Principles - Para 17  
 
Section 6 – Para 47 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7 – Para 56 
 
Section 7 – Para 58  
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7 – Para 60 
 
Section 11 – Para 109 
 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Para 126 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Para 131 
 

The policy also seeks to secure high quality design 
and a good standard of amenity.   
 
The Steering Group has worked closely with South 
Kesteven District Council to understand the housing 
need in the area based on the adopted Core Strategy 
and SPD.  The five year land supply forms part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan evidence base. 
 
The policy highlights the need for good design. 
 
The policy sets out the quality of the development 
that will be expected, identifying the required 
characteristics.  This includes incorporating local 
character and history in the design using the review 
of the built environment. 
 
The policy seeks to encourage local distinctiveness. 
 
By insisting that development is within the existing 
village confine, the plan seeks to protect the 
surrounding natural environment and valued 
landscape. 
 
The policy recognises the importance of heritage 
assets, notably Woolsthorpe Manor and the 
associated Conservation Area. 
 
The policy requires development to reflect local 
character and distinctiveness using the review of the 
built environment 

2 Affordable 
Housing on Rural 
Exception Sites 

Section 6 – Para 50 
and Para 159 on Local 
Plans 

The Plan has utilised the District wide housing figures 
as part of the evidence base, especially the 
requirements in the rural area.  The Plan has also 
considered affordable provision on the allocated 
sites, feedback from its own household 
questionnaire, and the District Council’s Housing 
Register. 

3 To preserve the 
separation 
between the 
distinct 
settlements of 
Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe 

Core Planning 
Principles – Para 17 
 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Para 126, 
128 and Para 132 
 

The policy recognises the different roles and 
character of the two settlements.  It also conserves 
local heritage assets for future generations, notably 
the setting of the Woolsthorpe Manor and the 
associated Conservation Area.   
 
The policy seeks to conserve and enhance the historic 
environment.  It requires development to make a 
positive contribution to local character and 
distinctiveness.  The policy recognises that 
development should not have an adverse impact on 
the setting of buildings in the Conservation Area. 

4 Open Countryside Core Planning 
Principles - Para 17 
 
 
Section 11 – Para 109 

The policy recognises the intrinsic value and beauty of 
the surrounding countryside. It also conserves local 
heritage assets and the natural environment. 
 
The policy seeks to protect the surrounding valued 
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Section 11 – Para 123 

landscape. 
 
The policy endorses the need to protect areas of 
tranquillity. 

5 Important Views 
and Vistas 

Section 11 – Para 109 
 
 
Section 11 – Para 113 

The policy seeks to protect the surrounding valued 
landscape. 
 
The listed important views define those of particular 
merit that are sensitive to development. 

6 Trees and 
Hedgerows 

Core Planning 
Principles - Para 17  
 
Section 11 - 
Paragraph 118  

The policy seeks to conserve and enhance the natural 
environment. 
 
The policy seeks to protect and retain locally 
important trees and hedgerows where possible.  If 
not, suitable mitigation is required for their 
replacement. 

7 Heritage Assets Core Planning 
Principles - Para 17 
 
Section 12 – Para 126 
 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Para 131 

The policy seeks to conserve heritage assets in the 
neighbourhood area. 
 
The policy adopts a positive approach to conservation 
and enjoyment of the historic environment in the 
villages.  Interpretation of the historic environment is 
welcomed. 
 
The policy requires development to reflect local 
character and distinctiveness. 

8 Conservation 
Area 

Achieving sustainable 
development – Para 7 
 
Section 12 – Para 126 
 
 
 
Section 12 – Para 128 
and Para 132 
 

The policy seeks to achieve sustainable development 
by protecting and enhancing the Conservation Area. 
 
The policy adopts a positive approach to 
development that conserves the historic 
environment. 
 
The policy attaches weight to conserving the most 
important heritage assets.  It recognises that 
development should not have an adverse impact on 
the setting of buildings in the Conservation Area. 

9 Environmental 
Quality 

Section entitled 
Achieving Sustainable 
Development – Paras 
6-10 
 
 
Section 11 - Para 109  
 

The policy acknowledges the importance of achieving 
sustainable development and the role of 
environmental factors.  It recognises that the purpose 
of the planning system is to contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development. 
 
The policy lists criteria to be considered when 
assessing proposals for development and the need to 
protect and enhance the environmental quality.  

10 Local Services and 
Community 
Facilities 

Section 3 - Para 28  
 
 
 
 
 
Section 8 – Para 70 
 
 
 

The policy promotes the retention and development 
of local services and community facilities in villages, 
such as local shops, meeting spaces, sports venues, 
cultural buildings, public houses and places of 
worship.   
 
The policy seeks to guard against the loss of valued 
services and facilities.  It also supports development 
that would improve certain key services and 
community facilities. 

11 Colsterworth 
Village Hub 

Section 8 - Para 69 
 

The policy seeks to encourage social interaction and 
create healthy, inclusive communities.  It also seeks 
access to high quality open spaces and opportunities 
for sport and recreation can make an important 
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contribution to the health and well-being of 
communities.   

12 Local Green Space 
and Other Open 
Space 

Section 8 – Para 74 
 
 
Section 8 - Paragraph 
76  

The plan seeks to protect existing open space, sport 
and recreational facilities. 
 
The Framework introduces the concept of Local 
Green Spaces.  The designations in the plan are close 
to the community it serves and are not extensive 
tracts of land.  They also hold special significance to 
the local community.  

13 The Rural 
Economy and 
Tourism 

Core Planning 
Principles - Para 17  
 
Section 3 - Para 28 

The policy supports sustainable economic 
development. 
 
The policy supports economic growth in the rural 
area to create jobs and prosperity.  It encourages 
sustainable growth that is designed to be in-keeping 
with the characteristics of the locality. 

14 Communications 
Infrastructure 

Section 5 – Paras 42 
and 43 
 
 

The policy highlights the importance of superfast 
broadband in rural areas.  It supports the premise 
that the development of high speed broadband 
technology and other communications networks 
plays a vital role in enhancing the provision of local 
community facilities and services as well as home 
working. 

15 Traffic 
Management 

Section 4 - Para 29 
 
 
 
 
Section 4 – Paras 30 
to 32 
 
 
 
Section 4 - Para 34 
 

The policy acknowledges that transport has an 
important role to play in facilitating sustainable 
development but also in contributing to wider 
sustainability and health objectives.   
 
The policy seeks to encourage traffic management 
measures that improve access and safety within the 
area, providing they are in-keeping with the character 
of the area. 
 
The policy seeks to mitigate the traffic impacts of new 
development. 

16 Public Rights of 
Way and Village 
Walkways 

Section 4 – Para 35 
 
 
Section 8 – Para 69 

The policy gives priority to the protection of 
pedestrian movements. 
 
The policy encourages safe and accessible 
development that contains clear and legible 
pedestrian routes. 

 
3.7 It is thereby believed that the Neighbourhood Plan has had appropriate regard to the 

National Planning Policy Framework.   
 

3.8 The Parish Council is not aware of any other relevant national policies and advice that the 
Neighbourhood Plan should have had particular regard to.  
 

The achievement of sustainable development  
 
3.9 The main purpose of the planning system is to contribute towards the achievement of 

sustainable development whether it is the policies in a local or neighbourhood plan, or the 
decisions being taken on planning applications.   
 

3.10 The NPPF states that the three dimensions of sustainability are economic, social and 
environmental for which gains should be sought jointly.   
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3.11 The basic conditions require that the neighbourhood plan contribute to the achievement of 

sustainable development.  The Steering Group were mindful of this requirement during the 
course of plan preparation and the principles of sustainable development are embedded in 
the vision and objectives. 

 

3.12 The vision for Colsterworth and District developed in the Neighbourhood Plan is: 
 

A flourishing, diverse community in an economically sustainable rural environment that 
conserves its natural and historic heritage and quality of life. 

 
3.13 To deliver this vision the neighbourhood plan has the following objectives: 

 

• To meet the housing needs for the local community as identified with the District 
Council 

• To conserve and enhance the natural environment 

• To conserve heritage assets 

• To respect the built environment 

• To retain and improve local services and community facilities for all 

• To support the growth and diversification of the rural economy, including tourism 

• To promote safe and suitable access for all through good traffic management.  
 
3.14 There is an over-arching objectives: 

 

• To contribute to the achievement of sustainable development 
 
3.15 The table below assesses each of the Neighbourhood Plan’s policies in terms of how they 

will deliver sustainable development against the three dimensions of sustainability i.e. 
economic, social and environmental aspects.  Symbols are used to categorise the impact and 
to demonstrate whether the potential impacts of the policy are very positive (++), positive 
(+), neutral (0), negative (-), or very negative (--). 

 
Table 2 : Assessment of the sustainability of policies in the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Policy 
No 

 

Policy  
Title 

Social 
Factors 

Economic 
Factors 

Environment 
Factors 

Comment on achieving sustainable 
development 

1 Residential 
Development 

+ 0 ++ The policy seeks to restrict 
development to being within the 
village confines to protect 
surrounding countryside and ensure it 
is in-keeping with existing historic 
character.  It encourages social 
integration within existing villages 
rather than peripheral development 
that is isolated from the community. 

2 Affordable 
Housing on 
Rural Exception 
Sites 

++ 0 - The policy seeks to encourage a 
balanced and diverse community in 
terms of age and social background. 

3 To preserve the 
separation 

+ 0 ++ This policy has the twin aims of 
maintaining the distinct communities 
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between the 
distinct 
settlements of 
Colsterworth 
and 
Woolsthorpe 

of Colsterworth and Woolsthorpe, 
and protecting the internationally 
historic Woolsthorpe Manor and its 
setting.  

4 Open 
Countryside 

0 0 ++ In view of the quality of the 
surrounding countryside and its 
sensitivity to development, the policy 
seeks to restrict any proposals to 
appropriate activities.  The policy 
highlights the importance of 
restricting noise and maintaining 
tranquillity, as well as the character 
and beauty of the landscape.  The 
emphasis is therefore on protecting 
environmental assets. 

5 Important 
Views and 
Vistas 

+ 0 + The policy seeks to protect the 
important views to and from the 
villages that arise from their 
topography and setting.  A strong 
message to emerge from the survey 
of households was preserving the 
rural character and feel of the area, 
which views helped to facilitate.  It 
reminds the community of the 
countryside beyond the built up area.  
Views of important buildings within 
the villages are also recognised to 
protect their setting.  The policy 
therefore contributes to social and 
environmental aspirations. 

6 Trees and 
Hedgerows 

0 0 + Trees not only soften the built 
environment, they are integral in the 
rural landscape.  They also provide a 
valuable wildlife habitat and improve 
air quality.  They therefore positively 
contribute to environmental quality. 

7 Heritage Assets 0 + ++ The policy seeks to maintain the 
integrity of the historic environment 
and thereby positively contribute to 
the achievement of sustainable 
development.  There is also a wish to 
see it promoted with the addition of 
interpretation information and trails 
to encourage more tourists and 
improve the overall visitor 
experience. 

8 Conservation 
Area 

0 + ++ The policy seeks to maintain the 
integrity of the historic environment 
and thereby positively contribute to 
the achievement of sustainable 
development.  In particular the 
protection and enhancement of the 
Conservation Area is a prime concern 
of the local community, especially 
given it provides the setting for the 
historic home of Isaac Newton.   

9 Environmental 
Quality 

0 - ++ This policy seeks to support 
development that incorporates design 
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features to address environmental 
concerns and climate change. 

10 Local Services 
and Community 
Facilities 

++ + 0 The policy seeks to protect existing 
services and facilities used by the 
community to ensure the long term 
sustainability of the village and 
reduce the need to travel elsewhere.  
Its prime goal is to promote 
accessibility to all members of the 
local community. 

11 Colsterworth 
Village Hub 

++ 0 0 The policy seeks to encourage more 
social interaction and deter social 
isolation amongst all sectors and age 
groups in the local community. It 
therefore promotes mental health 
and well-being. 

12 Local Green 
Space and 
Other Open 
Space 

+ 0 ++ The policy seeks to protect the 
community’s most important open 
spaces.  The allocated areas 
designated areas form part of a 
network of open spaces in and around 
the settlements.  They provide 
opportunities for formal and informal 
play recreation.  These also provide 
green lungs breaking up the built up 
area.  These green spaces also have a 
wider community value and provide 
opportunities for social interaction as 
well as health and well-being.  The 
policy therefore positively contributes 
to social and environmental goals. 

13 The Rural 
Economy and 
Tourism 

+ ++ 0 The plan recognises the need to 
support commercial development in 
rural areas, and ideally local jobs.  This 
policy encourages such development 
providing it recognises the rural 
character and environmental quality.  
It therefore supports the economic 
aspirations of sustainable 
development. 

14 Communication 
Infrastructure 

+ ++ - This policy seeks efficient faster 
broadband for local businesses, 
including those residents who work 
from home.  It also allows residents to 
better access some services and 
facilities on-line, and is thereby more 
inclusive.  It therefore supports social 
and economic objectives. 

15 Traffic 
Management 

+ + + The policy seeks to improve traffic 
flow whilst introducing measures to 
improve pedestrian safety and design 
that is in-keeping with village 
character.  It helps to support all 
aspects of sustainable development. 

16 Public Rights of 
Way and Village 
Walkways 

+ 0 + This policy aids health and well being 
by facilitating social interaction and 
physical exercise. 
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3.16 In conclusion this information demonstrates that overall the Plan’s policies positively 
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.   

 

Conformity with the Development Plan 
 
3.17 A neighbourhood plan must also be in general conformity with the strategic planning 

policies of the planning authority for the area. 
 
3.18 The South Kesteven Development Plan comprises the following documents: 

• Core Strategy (2006 - 2026) - adopted July 2010 

• Site Allocation and Policies Development Plan Document (DPD) - adopted April 2014 

• Saved policies in the South Kesteven Local Plan 1995 (these now only relate to 
Grantham). 

 
3.19 See more at: http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=8159 
 
3.20 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared to ensure its general conformity with the 

development plan for South Kesteven District.  The following tables thereby set out how 
each policy in the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the appropriate 
strategic policies in the development plan. 
 

Table 3: Conformity with policies in the adopted Core Strategy  

 

Policy 
Number 

Policy  
Title 

Reference in  
Core Strategy  
 

Comment on 
conformity 

Vision  The vision for South Kesteven in 2026: 
“ ... Rural communities will have 
remained viable by achieving 
development that supports their needs.  
 
... All of this will have been achieved in 
ways which ensures a good quality of 
life, health and well being for everyone 
as well as celebrating the distinctiveness 
of the districts countryside and heritage." 

The vision for Colsterworth and District 
builds on this: 
“A flourishing, diverse community in an 
economically sustainable rural 
environment that conserves its natural 
and historic heritage and quality of life”. 
 

1 Residential 
Development 

Colsterworth and Woolsthorpe are 
designated as a paired Local Service 
Centre in the Core Strategy.  Para 3.2.4 
states: 
“Some limited development in these 
villages will prevent local services from 
becoming unviable and help to create 
more mixed and balanced communities” 
 
Policy SP1 in the Core Strategy states:   
“...... In the settlements identified as 
Local Service Centres, preference will be 
given to brownfield sites within the built-
up part of settlements (which do not 
compromise the nature and character of 
the village) and sites allocated in the Site 
Specific Allocations and Policies DPD.”  
 

The Neighbourhood Plan acknowledges 
the status of Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe as a Local Service Centre, 
and allows infill residential development 
that is in addition to the SPD allocation 
(see next section). 
 
Infill development in the smaller villages 
is permitted provided it is limited to 
small scale.  

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=8159
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“......In all other villages and the 
countryside development will be 
restricted.  Proposals will only be 
considered acceptable if they are sites 
for: 

• affordable housing (rural exception 
or allocated sites); or 

• agriculture, forestry or equine 
development; or 

• rural diversification projects; or  

• local services & facilities; or  
replacement buildings (on a like for 
like basis); or  

• conversions of buildings... “ 

2 Affordable Housing 
on Rural Exception 
Sites 

Policy H1 in the  Core Strategy states 
that housing growth in the more 
sustainable villages identified as Local 
Service Centres will be at modest levels 
to enable them to continue to function 
as sustainable local centres.   Elsewhere 
in the rural areas new housing 
development is restricted to affordable, 
local-need housing, agricultural/forestry 
workers accommodation and 
conversions in accordance with Policy 
SP1. 
 
Policy H5 deals with affordable housing.  
It states that new developments 
comprising 5 or more dwellings should 
make appropriate provision for 
affordable housing within the 
development site. 
 
It adds that in addition to allocated sites, 
rural exception schemes which are 
located in or adjacent to a smaller village 
will be considered acceptable where the 
scheme clearly meets a proven need for 
local affordable housing. Such houses 
should be available in perpetuity for 
local need.  Sites should be suitable for 
development in all other respects and 
meet all other policy requirements for 
development. 

Affordable development will be 
permitted within the existing village 
confines or located on rural exception 
sites on the periphery, subject to there 
being a proven need. 

3 To preserve the 
separation between 
the distinct 
settlements of 
Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe 

The Core Strategy states that several 
Local Service Centres consist of two 
“paired” villages.  This is in recognition of 
the relationship existing between the 
two. The close proximity of the 
settlements enables residents of each to 
benefit from the services and facilities 
without relying on a car.   
 
 
Policy EN1 says that all development 
proposals and site allocations will be 
assessed in relation to the protection of 
existing open space including that 
important to the character, setting and 

However the Core Strategy points out 
that there is no intention that the ‘two 
paired settlements’ in a Local Service 
Centre should be physically linked by 
development.  This is pertinent to the 
Neighbourhood Plan policy to maintain 
the gap between Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe to retain their separate 
identity. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks the 
protection of existing open space to 
retain the character, setting and 
separation of the two built-up areas. 
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separation of built-up areas. 

4 Open Countryside Policy EN1 in SKDC’s Core Strategy 
addresses the need to protect and 
enhance the character of the District.  It 
states that: 
“ ...  Development must be appropriate 
to the character and significant natural, 
historic and cultural attributes and 
features of the landscape within which it 
is situated, and contribute to its 
conservation, enhancement or 
restoration”.  
 
All development proposals and site 
allocations will be assessed against 
criteria in relation to certain criteria that 
includes: 

• landscape features 

• local distinctiveness and sense of 
place  

• historic character  
• the layout and scale of buildings  

• biodiversity  

• remoteness and tranquillity  

• noise and light pollution  

The Neighbourhood Plan policy amplifies 
these considerations specifying: 

• what type of development will be 
supported in the open countryside; 
and 

• the key features of the open 
countryside that development needs 
to preserve and enhance. 

 

5 Important Views 
and Vistas 

Policy EN1 states that all development 
proposals and site allocations will be 
assessed in relation to, amongst other 
things, visual intrusion. 

The policy in the Neighbourhood Plan 
seeks to identify the most important 
views within the Neighbourhood Area, 
and where visual intrusion would be 
most harmful. 

6 Trees and 
Hedgerows 

Policy EN 1 says that development must 
be appropriate to the character and 
significant natural, historic and cultural 
attributes and features of the landscape 
within which it is situated, and 
contribute to its conservation, 
enhancement or restoration. 

Trees are a key component of the 
landscape, have significant ecological 
importance, and improve air quality.  
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to 
protect trees as far as possible when 
assessing proposals for development. 

7 Heritage Assets The SKDC Core Strategy states in 
paragraph 4.1.6 that:  
“The historic fabric of the towns, villages 
and individual buildings, archaeological 
features, historic parks and gardens, as 
well as their settings and the wider 
landscape all need to be recognised, 
understood and conserved.  This high 
quality natural and built environment 
could suffer if the needs of development 
are met without taking steps to 
safeguard these finite resources.” 
 
Policy EN1 states that all development 
proposals and site allocations will be 
assessed in relation to: 
statutory, national and local designations 
of historic assets. 

The Neighbourhood Area has a number 
of historical features, most notably the 
home of Isaac Newton at Woolsthorpe 
Manor.  The policy amplifies the general 
principles listed in the Core Strategy.  

8 Conservation Area See above The Neighbourhood Area has a 
Conservation Area in Woolsthorpe that 
includes Woolsthorpe Manor.  In view of 
the significance of this property the 
Neighbourhood Plan policy amplifies the 
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general principles listed in the Core 
Strategy.  It lists the detailed 
considerations that any development 
proposals located in or adjoining the 
Conservation Area need to have regard. 

9 Environmental 
Quality 

Policy EN4 states that proposals for new 
development should consider and 
demonstrate how the design of buildings 
and site layouts use energy, water, 
minerals, materials and other natural 
resources appropriately, efficiently and 
with care and take account of the effects 
of climate change in accordance with 
other core strategy policies. To meet 
these requirements: All new 
developments should maximise the use 
of energy efficiency and energy 
conservation measures in their design. 
All developments should minimise mains 
water use and demonstrate that water 
conservation measures are incorporated  

The Neighbourhood Plan builds on these 
general principles and lists the 
environmental factors that need to be 
addressed and mitigated in any 
development proposals. 

10 Local Services and 
Community 
Facilities 

Policy SP2 in the SKDC Core Strategy 
states that in Local Service Centres: 
“Support will be given to proposals and 
activities that protect, retain or enhance 
existing community assets, or that lead 
to the provision of additional assets that 
improve community well-being.  
Proposals involving the loss of 
community facilities, including land in 
community use, will not be supported.  
There will be a presumption against the 
change of use of existing retail, service 
and employment premises.” 

The policy in the Neighbourhood Plan , 
amplifies the approach to be adopted 
when assessing proposals that involve 
the loss of a community service or 
facility.  

11 Colsterworth Village 
Hub 

Not covered in core strategy.  

12 Local Green Space 
and Other Open 
Space 

Policy EN1 says that all development 
proposals and site allocations will be 
assessed in relation to the protection of 
existing open space (including allotments 
and public open space, and open space 
important to the character, setting and 
separation of built-up areas) 

The Core Strategy was adopted before 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
introduced the designation of Local 
Green Spaces.  Aside from these 
designations, the Neighbourhood Plan 
protects other important open spaces. 
 

13 The Rural Economy 
and Tourism 

Policy E1 in the South Kesteven Core 
Strategy states that: 
“... ... Within the rural areas new 
employment development that meets a 
local need will generally be supported 
within local service centres, providing 
that the proposals will not have an 
adverse impact on the character and 
setting of the village, or negatively 
impact on neighbouring land uses 
through visual, noise, traffic, or pollution 
impacts. 
 
Outside Local Service Centres, rural 
diversification proposals will be 
supported where it can be demonstrated 
that it is necessary to meet the needs of 

Within the Local Services Centre the 
Neighbourhood Plan policy cross refers 
to the review of the built environment to 
ensure there will be no adverse impact 
on the character and setting of the 
village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outside the Local Service Centre the 
Neighbourhood Plan policy cross refers 
to the criteria listed in Policy E1 of the 
Core Strategy and the landscape 
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farming, forestry, recreation, tourism or 
other enterprises and has an essential 
requirement for a rural location. Such 
proposals would need to demonstrate 
that they will help to support or 
regenerate a sustainable rural 
economy.” 
 
Policy E1 also includes a specific 
allocation for approximately 10 hectares 
suitable for B2: General Industry and B8: 
Storage and Distribution use at 
Colsterworth A1 junction.   

character assessment undertaken by the 
steering group.  
 

14 Communications 
Infrastructure 

Not specifically mentioned in the Core 
Strategy but would come under Policy 
EN1, which covers protects the character 
of the District.  

The Neighbourhood Plan policy supports 
such proposals providing there is 
adequate mitigation to minimise any 
adverse environmental effects. 

15 Traffic Management The South Kesteven Core Strategy states 
in paragraph 3.3.1 that: 
“... All new development proposals 
should show how the impact of travelling 
to and from it has been considered, and 
should demonstrate that measures have 
been made to minimise that impact.”   

The Neighbourhood Plan lists various 
traffic management measures that need 
to be considered when assessing 
proposals for development. 

16 Public Rights of Way 
and Village 
Walkways 

Policy SP3 seeks to promoting: 
• a balanced mix of land uses and 

patterns of development which 
reduces the need to travel by car; 
and 

•  journeys by public transport, cycling, 
mobility aids and walking, by making 
them accessible, safe, convenient 
and as attractive as possible. 

The Neighbourhood Plan policy seeks to 
protect and enhance the existing 
footpath network. 

 
3.21 The Core Strategy does not identify specific sites for development. These were brought 

forward in the subsequent Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD. 
 

Table 4: Conformity with policies in the adopted Site Allocations and Policies DPD 
 

Policy 
Number 
 

Policy  
Title 

Reference in  
DPD  

Comment on 
conformity 

1 Residential 
Development 

Policy LSC1 includes housing allocation 
at Bridge End Road, Colsterworth 
(LSC1b) for 48 dwellings, 16 of which 
must be ‘affordable’.   
 
 
Policy SAPH1 adds that:  
“Other than those sites which are 
allocated, new green field sites on the 
edges of the towns and villages will not 
be considered acceptable for housing 
development. Planning permission will 
only be granted for small infill (sites of 
10 or fewer houses) and redevelopment 
sites ... “ 

Planning permission was granted 
conditionally on 10th November 2015 
and will expire after 3 years.  This 
development will complete the housing 
allocation in this parish. 
 
This is consistent with the approach in 
the Neighbourhood Plan to limit 
development to infill within the existing 
village confines. 

2 Affordable 
Housing on Rural 

Policy SAP2 states that outside the 
towns and Local Service Centres the 

This is consistent with the approach 
adopted in the Neighbourhood Plan 
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Exception Sites need for local affordable housing will be 
met through the development of rural 
exception schemes. In order that 
funding can be prioritised to those 
villages where a need has already been 
identified, the Council has identified a 
number of small villages as “areas of 
search” for sites which may be suitable 
to meet the identified need for local 
affordable housing. 
 
However the neighbourhood area is not 
included in the ‘area of search’.  But the 
policy goes onto to say that rural 
exception schemes maybe acceptable in 
other villages not listed above. Such 
schemes must be supported by clear up-
to-date evidence. 

being dependent on evidence to 
support any such proposals. 

3 To preserve the 
separation 
between the 
distinct 
settlements of 
Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe 

Not covered in the DPD.  

4 Open 
Countryside 

Policy SAP4 says that outside the towns 
and Local Service Centres proposals for 
the certain types of small business 
schemes will be supported, provided 
that it is demonstrated that the business 
will help to support, or regenerate the 
rural economy. 

Certain types of development to 
support rural diversification are 
supported in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

5 Important Views 
and Vistas 

Not covered in the DPD.  

6 Trees and 
Hedgerows 

Not covered in the DPD.  

7 Heritage Assets Not covered in the DPD. 
 

 

8 Conservation 
Area 

Not covered in the DPD.  

9 Environmental 
Quality 

Not covered in the DPD.  

10 Local Services 
and Community 
Facilities 

Policy SAP1 states that: 
“Applications for the change of use of 
community facilities which would result 
in the loss of community use will be 
resisted unless it is clearly 
demonstrated that either:  

• there are alternative facilities 
available and active in the same 
village which would fulfil the role of 
the existing use/building; or  

• the existing use is no longer 
viable(supported by documentary 
evidence); and 

• there is no realistic prospect of the 
premises being re-used for 
alternative business or community 
facility use. 

This is consistent with the approach 
adopted in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

11 Colsterworth Not covered in the DPD.  
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Village Hub 

12 Local Green 
Space and Other 
Open Space 

With regard to open space provision 
Policy SAP10 states that: 
“The standards in the table below will be 
used to ensure the availability of 
adequate open space for all areas. They 
will be used to ensure adequate levels of 
provision for each type of open space, 
based on existing and future needs. This 
will be achieved by both protecting 
existing open space and by opportunities 
to deliver additional open space where it 
is required”. 

The policy in the Neighbourhood Plan 
seeks to protect the most important 
open spaces as Local Green Space.  
Other open spaces will also be 
protected where possible. 

13 The Rural 
Economy and 
Tourism 

Policy SAP3 states that within, or on the 
edge of, Local Service Centres proposals 
for the expansion of existing 
employment development and 
opportunities for new employment-
generating development will be 
supported provided that the proposal 
meets certain listed criteria. 
 
Policy E1 includes a specific allocation 
for approximately 10 hectares suitable 
for B2: General Industry and B8: Storage 
and Distribution use at Colsterworth A1 
junction.  This site is immediately to the 
south east of the A1 fly-over, and was 
designated a Local Service Centre 
Existing Employment Site, deemed 
suitable for “storage and distribution 
uses which require access to the 
national road network.”   

The policy in the Neighbourhood Plan 
cross refers to the criteria listed in Policy 
SAP3. 

14 Communications 
Infrastructure 

Not covered in the DPD.  

15 Traffic 
Management 

Not covered in the DPD.  

16 Public Rights of 
Way and Village 
Walkways 

Not covered in the DPD.  

 
3.22 The above tables demonstrate that the overall Neighbourhood Plan and its individual 

policies are in general conformity with the strategic policies in the Development Plan. 
 

Emerging Local Plan 
 
3.23 The basic condition requires the Neighbourhood Plan to be in general conformity with the 

Development Plan.  It does not test the neighbourhood plan against the policies in an 
emerging local plan.  Nevertheless it is considered good practice to have regard to any 
emerging local plan, and any associated up-to-date evidence base supporting its 
preparation.  

 

3.24 The District Council has begun preparing a new local plan which will cover the whole district 
for the period up to 2036.   The new plan will: 

• bring together the relevant policies of the adopted Core Strategy and Site Allocation 
and Policies DPD;  
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• update and include new policies arising from the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and national Planning Practice Guidance; and 

• provide new development requirements for the plan period, in particular providing for 
the objectively assessed housing needs of the District. 

 
3.25 The emerging local plan will eventually replace the Core Strategy, Site Allocation and Policies 

DPD and any remaining saved policies from the 1995 local plan.  However it is not envisaged 
that it will be adopted until late 2017 or early 2018. 

 
3.26 The neighbourhood plan must therefore conform to the strategic policies in the documents 

that comprise the current development plan.  Whilst not a basic condition, the 
neighbourhood plan has also to be mindful of the emerging local plan, especially the up-to-
date evidence base that supports its preparation.  

 

3.27 The Steering Group has been in regular contact with South Kesteven District Council 
throughout the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, and been mindful of progress on 
the emerging local plan and the association consultation initiatives.   Where possible these 
have been factored into the thinking behind the Neighbourhood Plan to try and future proof 
it, but the emerging local plan was still at a relatively early stage in the preparation process. 
 

European Obligations 
 
3.28 A neighbourhood plan must be compatible with European Union (EU) obligations, as 

incorporated into United Kingdom law, in order to be legally compliant. A number of EU 
obligations may be of relevance including: 

• Directives 2001/42/EC (Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

• 2011/92/EU (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

• 92/43/EEC (Habitats) 

• 2009/147/EC (Wild Birds) 

• 2008/98/EC (Waste) 

• 2008/50/EC (Air Quality) 

• 2000/60/EC (Water). 
 

3.29 PPG indicates that it is the responsibility of local planning authorities to ensure that a 
neighbourhood plan is compatible with EU obligations (including obligations under the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive) when it takes the decision on a) whether the 
Plan should proceed to referendum and b) whether or not to make the Plan. 
 

Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
3.30 Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on 

the environment is relevant.  Its purpose is to provide a high level of protection of the 
environment by incorporating environmental considerations into the process of preparing 
plans and programmes. This Directive is commonly referred to as the Strategic Environment 
Assessment (SEA) Directive. The Directive is transposed into UK law through the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
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3.31 If the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects it may require a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment in order to meet EU obligations.  The Parish Council 
thereby asked South Kesteven District Council to undertake a screening opinion to ascertain 
whether the scope of the neighbourhood plan necessitated a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. 
 

3.32 A screening opinion was subsequently undertaken by South Kesteven District Council, which 
was published in July 2016.  This report is attached as Appendix 3. 

 

3.33 After consultation with the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England the 
District Council determined that the plan is not likely to have significant environmental 
effects and a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was not therefore required. 

  
3.34 The District Council’s decision notice is attached as Appendix 4. 
 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
3.35 Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats, commonly referred to as the 

Habitats Directive, is also of relevance to meeting the basic conditions.  A Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) identifies whether a plan is likely to have a significant effect 
on a European site, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.  The 
assessment determines whether significant effects on a European site can be ruled out on 
the basis of objective information. 

 
3.36 The prescribed condition states that the ‘making’ of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to 

have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2012).   

 

3.37 In addition to the screening of the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Plans in 
relation to SEA, the District Council assessed the likelihood of any proposals within it 
would have an adverse impact on internationally designated wildlife sites.  The report 
stated that there are no internationally designated wildlife sites within the Colsterworth 
and District Neighbourhood Area and there are three within 20km of it.  However it 
concluded that the Neighbourhood Plan will not have an adverse effect on the integrity 
of these internationally designated sites either on its own or in combination with other 
plans and does not need to be subject to a Habitats Regulations Assessment. 

 

3.38 The Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Development Plan does not thereby require 
an Appropriate Assessment under the EU Habitats Regulations.  
 

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)  
 
3.39 The Human Rights Act contains a number of articles which are relevant to neighbourhood 

planning such as: 

• the right to respect for private and family life  

• freedom of expression 

• prohibition of discrimination.  
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3.40 All sections of the community should be given opportunity to get involved in making the 
plan and express their views on it. 
 

3.41 The Parish Council confirm that the non statutory and statutory consultations have been 
carried out in such a way that all sections of the local community have been given the 
opportunity to express their views.  The Steering Group were constantly mindful of the need 
to engage all sections of the local community and applied different consultation techniques 
accordingly.  These initiatives are documented in the accompanying Consultation Statement. 

 

3.42 The Parish Council also wish to confirm that the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood 
Development Plan has been prepared to represent the views of the whole community.   

 

3.43 It is therefore believed that the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Development Plan 
has had appropriate regard to the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under the 
European Convention on Human rights and complies with the Human Rights Act 1998. 
 

Equalities 
 

3.44 The preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan has had due regard to the provisions of Section 
149(1) of the Equalities Act 2010 and the Parish Council is not aware of any discrimination, 
harassment, victimisation or any other conduct that is prohibited by or under this Act. 
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4. Conclusion 
 

 

4.1 In accordance with paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 this Statement demonstrates that the proposed Colsterworth and District 
Neighbourhood Development Plan prepared by Colsterworth Parish Council meets the 
requirements of each basic condition and the other legal tests.   
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Appendix 1 

Updated version of the map substituted 
 

Map of Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Area 

 

 
 
 

 
Note: The boundary of the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Area  

corresponds to the Parish boundary  
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Appendix 2 
 

List of Policies in the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 

Policy 1 – Residential Development 
 
Residential development in Colsterworth and Woolsthorpe will be supported providing that: 
a) it is acceptable infill of up to 10 dwellings that are located within the existing confines of the 

built-up area;  
b) it is appropriate to its surroundings;  
c) it is in keeping with the Review of the Built Environment of Colsterworth and Woolsthorpe 

with regards to scale, layout and materials to retain local distinctiveness and create a sense of 
place;    

d) there is no adverse impact to the Woolsthorpe Conservation Area and the setting of 
Woolsthorpe Manor; and 

e) it encourages the use of the existing network of public footpaths to enable access to services 
and facilities. 

 
Residential development in North Witham, Stainby and Gunby will be supported providing that:  
1) it is acceptable infill that is located within the existing confines of the built-up area;  
2) it is on a small scale in an otherwise built up frontage of up to 3 dwellings ; 
3) it is appropriate to its surroundings;   
4) it does not affect open land which is of particular significance to the form and character of the 

settlement; and 
5) it is designed with regards to scale, layout and materials to retain local distinctiveness and 

create a sense of place. 
 

In these settlements infill development on brownfield sites may be particularly suitable. 
 

 

 

Policy 2 – Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites 
 
Proposals for affordable housing outside the existing confines of a built-up area will be supported 
if it is: 
a) for a small number of properties;  
b) located on a rural exception site that immediately adjoins the built-up area of Colsterworth, 

Woolsthorpe, Gunby , Stainby, North Witham or Lobthorpe;    
c) justified by evidence of need through a local housing needs survey for the Parish; and 
d) prioritised for those with a local connection as prescribed in the allocations policies of social 

housing providers such as South Kesteven District Council and housing associations. 
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Policy 3 – To preserve the separation between the distinct settlements of Colsterworth and 
Woolsthorpe  
   
An Area of Separation will be maintained to protect the ‘green corridor’ between Colsterworth 
and Woolsthorpe and prevent coalescence. 
 
Proposals for development will not be permitted in the Area of Separation if it would: 
a) narrow this important open gap;  
b) reduce the separate identities of the two villages; or  
c) have an adverse impact on their landscape setting.  
 
The boundary of the Area of Separation is shown on Proposal Map 1. 
 

 
 

Policy 4 – Open Countryside 
 
The remainder of the Neighbourhood Area outside the built-up areas is regarded as open 
countryside where development will be restricted.   
 
Proposals for development in the open countryside will only be supported : 
a) where it contributes to rural diversification and there is an essential requirement for a rural 

location;   
b) where it would involve the suitable reuse or extension of an existing building, and that any 

increase in size would be subordinate to the original building(s) in terms of floor space or 
massing; 

c) for outdoor sport or recreation where the rural character and openness of the landscape 
would be maintained;  

d) for a new isolated dwelling where there are special circumstances as specified in paragraph 
55 of the National Planning Policy Framework, such as the need for a rural worker to be close 
to their place of work;  

e) for affordable housing as ‘exception sites’ that are located adjacent to an existing built-up 
area; or 

f) for agriculture, forestry or equine purposes. 
 
Development will be supported where it preserves and enhances: 
1) landscape character and quality including individual features of value;  
2) sites of ecological value;  
3) Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments and other sites of archaeological interest including 

ridge and furrow;   
4) the intrinsic character, beauty and tranquillity of the countryside; and 
5) the character and appearance of the area in terms of its historic and vernacular built form.  
 
Proposals for development should have regard to the Colsterworth and District Landscape 
Character Assessment. 
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Policy 5 – Important Views and Vistas   
 
Developments will only be supported where there are no adverse impacts on important views or 
vistas. 
 
The following are designated as important views: 
1) The sheep meadow straddling the River Witham, looking north-west from the High Street, 

Colsterworth at SK929238 (opposite 55 High Street) 
2) From Old Post Lane at SK926243 looking east-south-east over sheep meadow towards the 

southern half of Colsterworth with its harmonious roof-scape 
3) Towards Stainby village and church spire looking west-south-west over undulating 

countryside from the Colsterworth Services flyover (over the A1) at SK937237 
4) Towards Tortoiseshell Wood, looking south-south-east from reference SK955212 on Wooley’s 

Lane, Lobthorpe  
5) View from the bench seat on the Nature Trail (Old Railway Line) in Woolsthorpe  at SK925247, 

looking north-north-west 
6) View over the meanders in the River Witham from the public footpath stile on Stamford Road 

at SK929232 looking north-west 
7) From Bull Lane, North Witham, view looking north-north-west at SK929214 towards the 

Grade 1 listed church. 
8) The view on the entry into Gunby from North Witham at SK912165 looking north-west; 
9) From Stamford Road at SK932228 looking south towards North Witham church. And 
10) The tower of the parish Church of St John the Baptist, Colsterworth from Watt Avenue, 

Newton Grange at SK926243. 
 
The location and direction of these important views is indicated on Proposal Maps 2-6. 
 

 
 

Policy 6 – Trees and Hedgerows 
 
Mature trees, woodland and important hedgerows should be protected wherever possible.   
 
Development that will result in the loss or damage to locally valued trees and woodlands which 
are otherwise unprotected will not be permitted unless a satisfactory scheme for the replacement 
of lost trees or mitigation of damage to the landscape is agreed. 
 

 
 

Policy 7 – Heritage Assets 
 
Development will be supported providing that: 
a) it preserves or enhances designated heritage assets and their settings including Listed 

Buildings and Historic Parkland, the Woolsthorpe Conservation Area, scheduled monuments 
and other designated and non-designated heritage assets above and below ground;  

b) its impact on significance and contribution to local distinctiveness, character and sense of 
place is acceptable; and 

c) it has regard to the  Colsterworth and District Landscape Character Assessment and the 
Review of the Built Environment of Colsterworth and Woolsthorpe. 
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d) It does not harm the setting of Woolsthorpe Manor or any significant views to or from the 
property. 

 
Proposals that sensitively promote and interpret heritage assets will be supported. 

 
 

Policy 8 – Conservation Area 
 
Development within the Woolsthorpe Conservation Area, including proposals that involve the 
alteration or extension of a building within or adjacent to the boundary, will generally be 
supported providing that: 
a) the form, design, scale and materials respect the host building and the Conservation Area;  
b) the siting respects any important open spaces and significant trees;    
c) it does not impact adversely on the character, openness or amenity of any open space that 

makes a significant contribution to the essential character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area; and  

d) historic features, such as stone boundary walls, are preserved or enhanced.  
 

 
 

Policy 9 – Environmental Quality 
 
Where appropriate, proposals for development will be supported where they incorporate design 
features that minimise:  
a) the emission of air pollutants; 
b) noise to protect the tranquillity of the area; 
c) light pollution to retain the dark skies;  
d) the generation of waste, and maximise opportunities for reuse and recycling; 
e) flood risk, and encourage efficient water and waste management systems, including  

sustainable drainage systems (SuDS); and 
f) the fragmentation of habitats, and create green infrastructure networks that improve bio-

diversity. 
 

 
 

Policy 10 – Local Services and Community Facilities 
 
The expansion of existing and new local services or community facilities will be supported, 
providing that it does not have significant harmful impacts on the amenities of residents or on 
other neighbouring uses. 
 
The loss of a local service or community facility will only be permitted if it can be demonstrated 
that: 
a) an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown it to be surplus to requirements 

or no longer viable; and 
b) the loss would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality, 

and in a suitable location to meet the need;  or 
c) the development will bring about a community benefit, the needs for which clearly outweigh 

the loss. 
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Policy 11 – Colsterworth Village Hub 
 
Development will be encouraged if it contributes to the formation of a hub of small-scale local 
services and community facilities in Colsterworth that: 
a) meets local need;  
b) supports the viability of amenities; and  
c) enables greater social interaction and well-being. 

 

 
 

Policy 12 - Local Green Space and Other Open Space 
 

The following areas are designated as Local Green Space:  
a) Nature Trail/Railway Line 
b) Colster Way Green and Play Park 
c) Play Park, Newton Grange 
d) Woolsthorpe Play Park and Playing Field 
e) Sports Field, Sports and Social Club, Colsterworth 
 
The boundaries of the Local Green Spaces are shown on Proposal Maps 2 and 4.   

 
The development of Local Green Spaces will not be permitted other than in very special 
circumstances where the benefits of the development clearly outweigh any harm. 
 
Development on other areas of open space will be resisted unless it can be demonstrated that: 
1. it would support the existing function by improving overall quality or accessibility;  
2. a replacement facility of equal or better quality is provided in a suitable location;  
3. the proposal will bring about community benefits that outweigh the loss of the facility; or 
4. the open space is surplus to requirements or is little used. 
 

 
 

Policy 13 – The Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Within and immediately adjoining the Local Service Centre, proposals for employment 
development will be supported providing that: 
1) they meet the criteria listed in Policy SAP3 in the South Kesteven Site Allocations DPD; and  
2) the development is in accordance with the Review of the Built Environment of Colsterworth 

and Woolsthorpe. 
 

Outside the Local Service Centre, proposals for employment will be supported providing that:  
a) it meets the criteria listed in Policy E1 of the South Kesteven Core Strategy; and 
b) the development is in accordance with the Colsterworth and District Landscape Character 

Assessment 
 
Proposals for development related to recreation and tourism will be supported to maximise visitor 
spend and thereby support the local economy, provided appropriate infrastructure is included as 
part of the scheme. 
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Proposals for development that improve the gateways to the villages will be supported in order to 
encourage tourism.  This includes schemes that enhance their landscape setting or provide better 
signage to features of interest. 
 
A proposal for employment development that is located on a junction of the A1 will be supported 
providing it protects the adjoining villages by ensuring that: 
i) there is adequate landscaping to screen the settlements from adverse noise and visual 

intrusion; 
ii) any light and air pollution is adequately mitigated; 
iii) it does not lead to traffic congestion or adversely affect traffic flows in the settlements; 
iv) it does not cause parking problems for adjoining residential and non-residential uses. 
 

 
 

Policy 14 – Communications Infrastructure 
 
Proposals for development that improve electronic communications such as superfast broadband 
and the mobile phone network will be supported providing any adverse impact on the 
environment can be adequately mitigated. 
 

 
 

Policy 15 – Traffic Management  
 
Where appropriate, proposals for development will be supported where they incorporate traffic 
management measures that: 
a) improve road safety; 
b) reduce traffic speed; 
c) enable or help traffic calming; 
d) provide sufficient off-road parking; 
e) encourage better access to and increased use of public transport;  
f) improve links for walking and cycling within the built-up area and to the surrounding open 

countryside;  
g) ensure vehicular traffic keeps to appropriate routes; and 
h) encourage safer routes to school. 

 

 
 

Policy 16 – Public Rights of Way and Village Walkways 
 
Proposals for development will be supported if it protects and enhances the existing network of 
public rights of way and village walkways. 
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Appendix 3 
 

 
 

Screening Report for Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and Habitats Regulation Assessment undertaken by South 

Kesteven District Council 
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Appendix 4 
 

 
 

Screening Determination for Strategic Environmental 
Assessment by South Kesteven District Council 

 
 
 

 

Screening Determination: SEA Not Required – Section 9(1) 
 

Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood Development Plan 
The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 

 
Screening Determination Notice under Section 9(1) 

 
 

Section 11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 requires 
South Kesteven District Council to determine whether the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects.  
 
South Kesteven District Council has determined after consultation with Natural England, the 
Environment Agency and Historic England that the Colsterworth and District Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is not likely to have significant environmental effects and, therefore, a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is not required.  
 
This notice fulfils the publicity requirements under Section 11(1) and 11(2) of the Regulations.  
 
A copy of the screening determination will be available on the Council’s website (on the 
Neighbourhood Development Plans page) or can be viewed during normal opening hours at:  
 
Council Offices  
St Peters Hill  
Grantham  
NG31 6PZ  
 
For further information e-mail: planningpolicy@southkesteven.gov.uk 
 
 

 
 


